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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve reliability without impairing steering performance 
even when a switching element fails to be ON by providing a switching 
means between an electric motor drive means and an electric motor. 
CONSTITUTION: A motor control section 2 is composed of an A/D 
converter 21 and a MCU 22 so as to input control signals to an electric 
motor 4. And an electric motor driving circuit 3 is composed of a bridge 
circuit which combines a drive unit 30 with four FETs 31W34 as 
respective arms whereby the connecting points of both No.4 and No.1 
FETs 34 and 31 being adjacent to each other, and No.2 and No.3 FETs 
32 and 33 being adjacent to each other, are output terminals while being 
connected with the motor 4 by way of a relay circuit 39. And even if any 
of FETs 31W34 is broken so as to be conductive, the forming of a closed 
circuit can be prevented by a step of breaking the relay circuit 39 with 
the MCU 22 actuated. 
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